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PROGRAMMESPEAKER

The event will be webcast live.

Professor ERNEST ARYEETEY is the Secretary 
General of the African Research Universities 
Alliance. Previously, he served as the Vice 
Chancellor of the University of Ghana and 
Director and non-resident Senior Fellow with 
the Africa Growth Initiative at the Brookings 
Institution. He served two terms as Chair of 
the UNU-WIDER Board and is currently a 
member of the UNU Council.

Aryeetey’s research focuses on the economics 
of development and the role of institutions 
in development, regional integration, 
economic reform, fi nancial systems in 
support of development, and small enterprise 
development. He is very well known for his 
work on informal fi nance and microfi nance 
in Africa.

Aryeetey has served as an expert advisor to 
numerous major international commissions 
and working groups, including as a member 

15:45 – 18:00 
Registration and coffee

Grex Musicus

Welcome & introduction 
Finn Tarp

Annual Lecture
Ernest Aryeteey

Comments
Rachel Gisselquist

Questions & answers

18:00 – 19:00 
Reception and refreshments

19:00
Networking and evening 
entertainment at Key West Pub

The 2018 WIDER Annual Lecture which will be given by Professor Ernest Aryeetey. He will discuss 
the political economy of structural transformation in Africa. The lecture looks at how various political 
regimes and economic policies have shaped the African development trajectory, and what are the 
necessary next steps for achieving economic transformation.

In the last six decades various political 
regimes and economic policies have 
been tried and tested in Africa, all 
intended to quicken the pace of economic 
development and necessary structural 
transformation of the economies. Most 
states have moved from authoritarian 
regimes with relatively open economies 

to embrace democracy and liberal 
economic systems. However, growing 
dissatisfaction with outcomes of recent 
economic experiments has undermined 
confi dence in liberal economic policies and 
democratic institutions. This lecture will 
review the evidence on why governments 
do not pay enough attention to structural 

reforms. It will argue that African 
nations have no choice, but to 
go back to basics, relying on 
new technologies and effective 
economic policies to pursue 
structural transformation.

of the United Nation’s Millennium 
Development Goals Task Force on 
Growth and Poverty Reduction.

15:45–19:00 
Friday 14 September 2018 
Europaea 
Marina Congress Center, Helsinki, Finland

THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF 
STRUCTURAL TRANSFORMATION

ERNEST ARYEETEY

– has democracy failed African economies?

WIDER Annual 
Lecture 22


